Statement by Special Envoy for Middle East Peace Senator George Mitchell
Damascus, Syria
July 26, 2009

| have just completed a very candid and positive conservation with President al-Asad. This was
my second meeting with the President, as you know.

I discussed with President al-Asad the prospects for moving forward on our goal of
comprehensive peace in the region and improved bilateral relations between Syria and the United
States.

| told President al-Asad that President Obama is determined to facilitate a truly comprehensive
Arab-Israeli peace. That peace means between Palestinians and Israelis, between Syria and
Israel, and between Lebanon and Israel. And of course, ultimately, the full normalization of
relations between Israel and all of the countries in the region. This is what the Arab Peace
Initiative calls for, and it is the ultimate aim of the effort we are undertaking.

In terms of Syrian-Israeli peace, our near-term goal is the resumption of negotiations.
Comprehensive peace is the only way to guarantee stability, security, and prosperity for all of the
states in the region.

In terms of the Syrian-American relationship, the United States is committed to a dialogue based
on mutual interest and mutual respect and a solid foundation for discussion of our shared goals
and of real differences, where they occur.

Syria is a country blessed with talented people and a long and impressive history. Syria, like all
of its neighbors, needs real peace to achieve its full potential.

Our goal is to bring to this region, and to all of its people, an opportunity to live in peace and
dignity. If we are to succeed, we will need Arabs and Israelis alike to work with us to bring
about comprehensive peace. We will welcome the full cooperation of the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic in this historic endeavor.
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